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In response to the Examiner's Answer mailed November 2, 2006 . please see the remarks 

below: 

The Examiner's Answer restates the erroneous argument made during prosecution that 
the "preexisting agreement" recited in the pending claims can be anticipated by Tavor's 
negotiation process, in which no preexisting agreement is present. The cited portion of Tavor 
(col. 4, In. 20-41) does discuss possible exchanges between a user and a system such as discounts 
in price and responses to price offers, as stated in the answer brief This negotiation process 
exists for the purpose of reaching an agreement, and would in the context of Tavor be 
unnecessary if some preexisting agreement were already in place. 

The claim term "agreement" is defined in part in Webster's Third New Intemational 
Dictionary as "an arrangement (as between two or more parties ) as to a course of action", while 
its root "agree" is defined as "to settle upon by arrangement", or "to achieve harmony. . .(or to) 
become of one mind". The term "preexisting", added for emphasis during prosecution to fiirther 
distinguish the pending claims fi-om Tavor, is further defined as "to exist before", emphasizing 
that there is already an agreement in place in the pending claims. 

In Tavor, no agreement has been reached before the negotiation process. As no 
agreement exists before the negotiation process of Tavor, the negotiation process of Tavor caimot 
be said to manage a dispute about a preexisting agreement. Further, the parties of Tavor are not 
parties to an agreement, as is recited in the pending claims, as no agreement is in place in Tavor. 
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CONCLUSION 

Because no cited reference teaches managing a dispute regarding a preexisting agreement, 
or performing the recited methods involving parties to such an agreement, the cited art does not 
anticipate the pending claims. 

Appellants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for allov^ance and 
notification to that effect is eamestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Appellants' attorney at (612) 349-9581 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NORA FEMENIA ET AL. 
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